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Forecasters wish list

Q: How to communicate basic meteorological information into a digital form for broader user base (e.g., probable tornado, hail grid) so users can make their own decisions; meterologists shouldn’t be doing impact assessment.
Find ways to serve two user groups: 1) data-generated info needs 2) data for decision-making, taking actions

Determine unique needs for the information by user type; e.g., difference b/n general tornado warning vs. specialized need that may direct different types of actions

Software developed for interpretation of wealth of information shouldn’t interfere with the forecaster’s basic responsibilities; workload to develop info shouldn’t bog down forecasters main duties esp. during severe events

How to get the most raw data available for interpretation into specific needs afterwards; e.g., probability time series for 3-hour period, anticipated areal event coverage for EM

One legacy product where information could be automatically distributed though other means; e.g., cell phones, etc., however, process should transition rather than abandon current practice
New vision should be as all inclusive and error-free as possible, moving forward incrementally to develop sequentially and refine/correct as needed (ensemble information is probabilistic)
Convenient data base and graphical software tools to quickly chose from to assemble ensemble information

If forecasters are to deal with impacts, need better GIS info (pop density, sensitive receptor locations) to identify damage potential associated with tornado intensity

Determine appropriate thresholds for triggering warnings based upon probabilities/grid size; e.g., differences between long-track visible tornado slicing KC vs. early-a.m. radar rotation indication but no sighting

Digital software will need to be flexible to easily add new applications

Develop software that easily displays raw data, can assemble important elements which would be more useful (in addition to forecasters basic knowledge) for determining warnings, esp. in conjunction with the potential risks involved (lives, property)

Develop grids reflecting forecaster conditional confidence for any specific weather event, but not being redundant with unconditional probability forecast

Develop better standards/thresholds for county EM responses to warnings?
