Notes for Flood Group

Long term forecast

Time
Info needed
Interactions/Communication
Tools/Policies: mostly, they apply to all time scales. 

D-5 (or greater)
F: National long term product, ensemble models, RFC hydro models, etc.

P: depends on event (short/long fused), degree of probability,  partners need relevant outlook
keep techno words out of products

work towards common understanding of terminology

provide specific WFO contact info for EM

partners want to know forecaster level of confidence for upcoming event: even without a high level of confidence the earliest information is useful for partners
Interactive communications: 

Have early conversations “boots on the ground” perspective, and keep it local…local WFO talks to partners.

Conference call/webinar tools to make 2 way interactions between forecasters and partners. 

A general interface, to view forecast graphics and other graphics. No more separate map for rivers and hydro.



D-3
Data from Partners, such as road reports and storm reports, so that more data could be interactive and useful for forecasters as well as partners. 

RFC and local hydro models
Event is mentioned in products if confidence is relatively high (closer to event only relatively high certainty is going out)
Geo-referenced data could provide 2 way interactions from forecaster to partner and from partner to forecaster.

More graphical tools. 

User defined interfaces (overlays and other options for displaying information)

NOW
F: need info and observations from the field, real-time

P: Short term forecasts, spot forecasts, need to know the most important info that is happening at the forecaster level also real-time
Forecasters involved with partner decisions/meetings, partners sometime get too frequent updates (they get overloaded with info that may not change the response), 

Have Decision Support Services meteorologist during major event
(now)WFO doesn’t have 24/7/365 staffing for Decision Support Services (or even web support) meteorologist support, partners need smart tool that parses the new info that is included in an updated product, software needs to allow forecaster to only update warning for zone/county that has been changed (rather than change the issue time for all zone/counties in product).

