Breakout #2, Orange Tornado

10-28-09

Q: Given info on wish list, need to put together a timeline of activity on how warnings get generated.
EMs need data heads up ASAP so they can “download” the info for starting down a path for decision-making; e.g., getting supplies from vendors, prior to the public.

How does “cost/benefit” play into large geographic counties with low density populations re: the watch/warning process and other NWS/SPC products; e.g., Holly tornado, relative to an EMs responsibilities?  
General timeframe

Add more temporal aspects. Loop of probability map.  

Watch time period … Watch product needs to move and change shape with time.

Warning time period … 

Need to improve interface, representation, and accessibility of the graphical data for primary stakeholders (e.g., overlay SPC hazardous weather grids on NDFD). 

TEMPORAL SCALE:  4-8 days
Existing information adequate. 

How much time for notification for an anticipated severe event?  4-8 days optimal, otherwise just a general indication of the nature of the upcoming event and its potential is desired
SE Colo example: 2-3 models show the potential for a mini-blizzard a few days out, EMs can then begin to act on stocking supplies, alert agency heads for scheduling (having staff on call), etc.

Good two-way collaboration tool which can be pulled together quickly is needed between NWS/EM and partners.
TEMPORAL SCALE:  2-3 days
Add Hail, Wind, Tornado probabilities
EM perspective: Stage anticipated volunteer spotter locations, start looking at staffing potential with other EMs in the area, conferencing re: what types of supplies/resources are available since it’s now more imminent
NWS perspective: check to make sure staffing needs are there during event, esp. Monday (if hydro = flooding staff, etc.)

Need good way to gauge public readiness based upon time of year/climatology (e.g., “off season” event problem catches the public off guard and, conversely, lack of activity when events are expected) Who’s responsibility is it to train the public about these things?

Begin to use media for getting the word out, allude to intensity of the anticipated event if needed to raise awareness

Add a PM Outlook
TEMPORAL SCALE:  The Day Before
SE Colo ex: pulls from multiple weather info sources; NWS WFO, Weather Underground, Springs TV station and compare consistency of info to determine what’s likely to happen, consolidate info

Conference calls w/FEMA regions, local and regional EM offices, local partners

TEMPORAL SCALE:  The DAY of

EM: put out notification with text/email, call-in, etc re: what’s going to happen in 1-hour, 5-hours, etc.—same individuals, more confidence re: info.  

EM: real-time monitoring with local law enforcement, possible conditions that first responders might face, text msg or other confirmation from NWS on what EM should be looking for at this point

SE Colo ex: Interactive participation available?  Conference calls did occur during March blizzard with State OEM, local NWS
For the wish list: need teleconference opportunities with interactive graphic and drawing capabilities (e.g., draw on Google Earth), better tools for visuals display (smoothly blend GIS data), forecasters walk thru info with EMs using radar or other real-time info as a play-by-play, and means for structuring the conference call process, given the potentially large number of participants at this point, for efficiency and need to transmit data quickly
